
   

Responsible Decision-Making: Overview 

 
 

 
RESPONSIBLE DECISION-MAKING: The ability to make caring and 
constructive choices about personal behavior and social interactions 
across diverse situations.   
 
Responsible Decision-Making impacts every aspect of our lives 
including our ability to consider ethical standards, safety issues, and 
evaluate benefits and consequences of various actions for personal, 
social, and collective well-being. The goal is to build a strong sense 
within the decision-making process with confidence.  Choices allow 
for growth opportunities, by minimizing impulsive decisions, 
reflecting on the natural consequences (social awareness), 
considering alternate paths to a successful solution, considering 
personal motivations and being willing to accept responsibility when 
a course of action needs to be corrected.    
 Such as:   
 

• Demonstrate curiosity and open-mindedness   

• Identify solutions for personal and social problems   

• Learn to make a reasoned judgment after analyzing 

information, data, and facts   

• Anticipate and evaluate the consequences of one’s actions   

• Recognize how critical thinking skills are useful both inside & 

outside of school   

• Reflect on one’s role to promote personal, family, and 

community well-being   

• Evaluate personal, interpersonal, community, and institutional 

impacts  

 

 
 
 
 
  “Watch your thoughts, they become words; 
  watch your words, they become actions; 
  watch your actions, they become habits; 
  watch your habits, they become character; 
  watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.” 
      
      --Frank Outlaw 
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For Parents & Professionals For Parents of Young Children For School 

 

Responsible Decision-Making at 
Home 
Video by PBS 

Building Character  
Online Toolkit by PBS 
 

Help Students Make Good 
Decisions  
Article by Edutopia 

7 Tips for Raising Caring Kids  
Article by Harvard 

Problem Solve Song: Daniel Tiger  
Video by PBS 

Decision Matrix  
Article by American Society of 
Quality 

Responsible Decision-Making 
Video by PBS  
 

We'll Solve the Problem Together 
Song  
Video by PBS 

How Schools Can Make Better 
Decisions  
Article by Edutopia 

Decision Making Resources  
Video List by PBS 
 

Encouraging Curiosity  
Article by PBS 

Decision Matrix  
Printable by Edutopia 
 

Social Problem-Solving Resources  
Video List by PBS 
 

Volunteering: I'll Do It  
Printable by Sesame Street 
 

Decision Making is a Life Science  
Article by Edutopia 

Contributing to Community 
Wellbeing  
Video List by PBS 

Fix the Problem Yourself Song: 
Daniel Tiger  
Video by PBS 

How School Leaders Can Frame 
Tough Decisions  
Article by Edutopia 

Tips for Encouraging Honesty  
Article & Video by Harvard 

Helping Hands  
Printable by Sesame Street 

11 Principals for Cultivating 
Character  
Article by Character.org 

How to Be an Ethical Parent in the 
College Admissions Process  
Article by Harvard 

Little Neighbors  
Video by Sesame Street 

 

Responsibility & Your Military 
Connected Child  
Article by MCEC 

Good Neighbors Don't Give Up 
Video by Sesame Street 

Helping Your Teen Develop 
Independency Skills  
Article by MCEC 

Good Neighbors Are 
Compassionate  
Video by Sesame Street 

https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/responsible-decision-making-sel-video/social-emotional-learning/
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/responsible-decision-making-sel-video/social-emotional-learning/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/learn-grow/all-ages/character
https://www.edutopia.org/article/tool-help-students-make-good-decisions#:~:text=A%20Responsible%20Decision%2DMaking%20Matrix,by%20using%20a%20decision%20matrix.
https://www.edutopia.org/article/tool-help-students-make-good-decisions#:~:text=A%20Responsible%20Decision%2DMaking%20Matrix,by%20using%20a%20decision%20matrix.
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/resources-for-families/7-tips-raising-caring-kids
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=activity-book
https://asq.org/quality-resources/decision-matrix
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/responsible-decision-making-social-emotional/social-emotional-learning-video/
https://www.pbs.org/video/daniel-tigers-neighborhood-well-solve-problem-together-song/
https://www.pbs.org/video/daniel-tigers-neighborhood-well-solve-problem-together-song/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/framework-schools-can-use-make-better-decisions
https://www.edutopia.org/article/framework-schools-can-use-make-better-decisions
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/preschool/social-and-emotional-development/responsible-decision-making/decision-making/
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/46db7e68-d2e7-4661-bbc3-ab669ab566be/article-encouraging-curiosity-daniel-tigers-neighborhood/
https://www.edutopia.org/sites/default/files/2021-06/Responsible%20Decision-Making%20Matrix_Template_Example.pdf
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/preschool/social-and-emotional-development/social-development/social-problem-solving/
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=volunteering-ill-do-it
https://www.edutopia.org/critical-thinking-decision-education
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/preschool/social-and-emotional-development/responsible-decision-making/contributing-to-community-well-being/
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/subjects/preschool/social-and-emotional-development/responsible-decision-making/contributing-to-community-well-being/
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/c499a488-d30a-4310-aa63-3a70b39c0ef3/try-to-fix-the-problem-yourself-song-daniel-tigers-neighborhood/
https://oeta.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/c499a488-d30a-4310-aa63-3a70b39c0ef3/try-to-fix-the-problem-yourself-song-daniel-tigers-neighborhood/
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-school-leaders-can-frame-tough-decisions
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-school-leaders-can-frame-tough-decisions
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/resources-for-families/tips-encouraging-honesty
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=helping-hands-printable
https://character.org/11-principles-in-schools/
https://character.org/11-principles-in-schools/
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/resources-for-families/ethical-parenting-in-the-college-admissions-process
https://mcc.gse.harvard.edu/resources-for-families/ethical-parenting-in-the-college-admissions-process
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/
https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/MGS%202022/WellbeingToolkit/PDFs/2_EI_Responsibility-and-Your-Military-Connected-Child-2021.pdf
https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/MGS%202022/WellbeingToolkit/PDFs/2_EI_Responsibility-and-Your-Military-Connected-Child-2021.pdf
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=good-neighbors-dont-give-up
https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/MGS%202022/WellbeingToolkit/PDFs/2_EI_Helping-Your-Teen-Develop-Independency-Skills-HO-12-29.pdf
https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/MGS%202022/WellbeingToolkit/PDFs/2_EI_Helping-Your-Teen-Develop-Independency-Skills-HO-12-29.pdf
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=good-neighbors-are-compassionate
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=good-neighbors-are-compassionate
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For Parents & Professionals For Parents of Young Children For School 

 

7 C's of Resilience 
Article by MCEC 

Good Neighbors Stay Safe  
Video by Sesame Street 

 
 

 Being A Good Neighbor  
Video by Sesame Street 

Good Neighbors Volunteer  
Video by Sesame Street 

Good Neighbors Care for the Earth  
Video by Sesame Street 

Activity Book  
Printable by Sesame Street 

9 C's of Citizenship  
Article by Sesame Street 

Staying Safe  
Article by Sesame Street 

Taking Care of Our Earth  
Printable by Sesame Street 

C is for Caring  
Printable by Sesame Street 

https://www.militarychild.org/upload/images/MGS%202022/WellbeingToolkit/PDFs/2_EI_7-Cs-of-Resilience-Ginsburg.pdf
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=good-neighbors-stay-safe
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=being-a-good-neighbor
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=good-neighbors-volunteer
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=good-neighbors-care-for-the-earth
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=activity-book
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=9-cs-of-citizenship
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=staying-safe
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=taking-care-of-our-earth
https://sesamestreetincommunities.org/topics/little-neighbors/?activity=c-is-for-caring
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